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- Prelude toAmenca sAlbatross
yArchzmedes 1... A. Patti. -

‘ on llved happﬂyever alter
gi'rms is a romant.ic but compelllng pieceo mlght

k predecessoroftheC.l.A.) toChlna,wnh responsxbxhty
for'gathering intelligence from and. eonductmg clan-v
! destine operadons in-iJ apanwe-oocupied Indochina. -
Smce 1940 the J apanese had enjoyed a freeband in In

after the llberation of. France, the French mxhtary in:

atomic bombs of Augm;t 1945 suddenly Surrendered

Indochina was now a vacuum into whxch rushed sev- .

J »PeUP
and not merely to ‘the. vlctims of Axls aggrw—
sion. He shared Roosevelt’s dletrust of the

: o)
canpo]lcytowardlndochinahadbeendoudedbyan

oolw
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Indochlna staged a bungled uprismg agamst the Japa-~

: 'ism and that an independent. Vietnam under Ho would -

: But there was little Mr. Pam could offer Ho other than

for transmitting direct appeals to' Washmgton With
‘each passing: day Mr. Patti: telt more isolated:’Few. |

‘sion. The French sawhim asan enemy, and they were
-right. Meanwhile the British sent a’ pro-French force’
tothe southern’ partof the country and soon helped the
i French regain control of Saigon. ‘In October 1945;; the

Y 'seemed inevitable: war between the French and the’
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and some official assurances that the United States”
did not intend to dismantle the French Empire. Afteril
Roosevelt’s. death policy became absolutely | opaque: ]

“The immediate task was to arrange for the surrender
of Japanese troops in Indochina, a task assigned to the"
Chinese Nanone_hsts north of the'16th | parallel and the
\British south of that line. Thus; Mr.’ Pattl S mission'to:
Hanoi in-the Chmm- .
zone;: had' little: g L
t.hority in the formal -
sense, although énor-:}-
mous prwﬁceas‘-rep-ﬁ ‘

3 For‘ Ho Chi . Minh,;
hose Viet-Minh:re-
ime: >proc1axmed I3
ependence on Sept

N 19-45 the Umted
tates in general and’”
Mr.: Patn in.particu-
ar: offered ‘a:chance -
“of survxval “Mr: Patti
. was captwated by Ho-|

: “of long:
‘conversations-with Ho and of the’ broad. support ] Ho)

‘was winning: among the people. is remlmscent_ of an’} :
- earlier American’s firsthand observatxons ‘of another :
: }-revolution' John-Reed’s “Ten Days That: Shook the

. World ’* about the Bolshevik Revolutxon of 1917." i
.5:Mr. Patti was convinced that Ho's undoubted Com-.

munisin was ‘subordinate to his Vxetnam%e patnot-‘
‘be compatible with American’ ldeels and self-interest.

a sympathetic ear, some personal advice and facilities

‘Americans outside his own' entourage shared . his. vi--

0.S.S..was términated with unseemly. haste,’. ana: "M
‘Patti . retumed to- Washington to- observe ‘what now

Viet Minh, and then the.American war. His vision of..

Ho as nationalist patriot was rejected by American
leaders in favor of the. vision-
world Communist conspiracy. ;.

mconsxstency between the Pree:dent‘s personal views




